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Symbolism in Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier

A symbol is anything that represents another object. While a symbol might occur once in literature to signify an idea or an emotion, a motif can be an element or idea that repeats throughout that piece of literature. A motif could be expressed by a collection of related symbols. Daphne du Maurier creates the motif of nature through the use of symbolism in her novel Rebecca. Symbolism is used by writers to enhance their writing and to create richness and depth.  

Use the internet to learn what the referenced plant and/or color symbolizes in literature.  You may discover multiple potential answers.  Through the course of reading the novel, you will discover what/who the plant represents.  The last two rows are blank for you to complete.  Note: while a flower might originally appear in one chapter, it might take reading the entire novel to fill out the chart below.



Flower and Color Symbolism
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	Reference – 

Cite additional references 
	Plant symbolizes:
	Color symbolizes:
	Character symbolized

	[image: image2.jpg]



Anemone
	Chapter 4 – “the vase of stiff anemones…”
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Daffodils (yellow/golden)
	Chapter 4 – “the daffodils were in bloom…”
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Crocuses
	Chapter 4 – “crocuses were planted golden, pink, and mauve…”
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Primrose
	Chapter 4 – “The primrose was more vulgar, a homely pleasant creature…”
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Bluebells
	Chapter 4 – “Too early yet for the blue bells…”
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Violet
	Chapter 4 – “dwarfing the more humble violet”
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Rose 
	Chapter 4 – “A rose was one of the few flowers…”
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Lilac (white/lavender)
	Chapter 4 – “great branches of lilac…” 
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Rhododendrons (red)
	Chapter 7 – “We were amongst the rhododendrons.”
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Azaleas (white)
	Chapter 10 – “…the vanished scent [of the] crushed white petals of the azaleas in the Happy Valley.”
	
	
	


Other important symbols and motifs
	Symbol/Motif
	Reference in Rebecca – Cite additional references 
	Symbolic Meaning in Rebecca

	Postcard of Manderley


	
	

	Wedding Gifts


	Cupid Figurine

Art Books


	

	Happy Valley


	
	

	The Sea

Think about the archetype notes.


	
	

	Weather 

Think about the archetypal weather patterns.  How does the weather change in Rebecca?


	
	

	The Narrator’s Dreams


	-Chapter 1- dream of Manderley

-Chapter 3- “Mrs. Van Hopper’s voice pierced my dream like an electric bell.”

-Chapter 6- Following Maxim’s proposal the narrator’s “mind ran wild…”


	

	The gaze

Think about how often the narrator references looking out the window and the contrast she makes between the outside world and the inside environment.
	-Chapter 1 – “Light came in from the windows…”

-Chapter 3 – “The sun shone brightly… I sighed and turned away from the window”

-Chapter 7 – “faces peering through the dark window of a lodge, and a child ran back staring curiously…”


	


