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Tone & Mood– Rebecca
Tone: In written composition, is an attitude of a writer toward a subject or an audience. Tone is generally conveyed through the choice of words or the viewpoint of a writer on a particular subject.

Every written piece comprises a central theme or subject matter. The manner in which a writer approaches this theme and subject is the tone. The tone can be formal, informal, serious, comic, sarcastic, sad, and cheerful or it may be any other existing attitudes. Consider the following examples of tone:

· “I want to ask the authorities what is the big deal? Why do not they control the epidemic? It is eating up lives like a monster.”

· “I want to draw the attention of the concerned authorities toward damage caused by an epidemic. If steps were not taken to curb it, it will further injure our community”

The theme of both tone examples is the same. The only way we can differentiate between them is their separate tone. The tone in the first example is casual or informal while, it is more formal in the second.

Practice: The following statements each express different attitudes about a shabby apartment.

Six different tones are used: optimistic, bitter, tolerant, sentimental, humorous, and objective. Fill in the blank with the correct tone word.
1. This place may be shabby, but since both of my children were born while we lived here, it has a special place in my heart.

The tone is ___________________. “It has a special place in my heart,” expresses tender emotions.

2. This isn’t the greatest apartment in the world, but it’s not really that bad.

The tone is ___________________. The words “not really that bad” show that the writer accepts the situation while recognizing that it could be better.

3. If only there were some decent jobs out there, I wouldn’t be reduced to living in this miserable dump.

The tone is ___________________. The writer resents a situation that forces him or her to live in a “miserable dump.”

4. This place does need some repairs, but I’m sure the landlord will be making improvements sometime soon.

The tone is ___________________. The writer is expecting the apartment to be improved soon.

5. When we move away, we’re planning to release three hundred cockroaches and tow mice, so we can leave the place exactly as we found it.

The tone is ___________________. The writer claims to be planning a comic revenge on the landlord by returning the apartment to the terrible condition it was in when the tenants moved in.

6. This is the apartment we live in. It provides shelter. The tone is ___________________. The writer does not express feelings about the apartment. Narrator simply states facts.
