Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier

Chapters 11-14 – Suspense

Suspense is an element of well-written fiction that keeps a reader interested. Successful writers are able to dangle the carrot before readers, raising questions in their minds and solving some puzzles but letting others remain unsolved until later. Successful writers give partial answers that many times raise further questions. Keep these ideas in mind as you reread chapters 11-14 to find the answers to the questions below. Write your answers in complete sentences on your own paper. Make sure you fully explain your ideas.

Chapter 11

1. In what ways does the Bishop's wife especially make Mrs. de Winter feel insecure? What is her parting request?

2. What does Frank say that makes Mrs. de Winter realize that Rebecca may not have been all that some people thought her to be? What does he say to compliment Maxim's new wife?

3. Notice how the author builds suspense by making Rebecca the focus of attention at the end of the chapter. What does Frank say that seems to blot out for Mrs. de Winter the compliment he has given her?

Chapter 12

4. In what ways does the morning-room seem to make Rebecca hover over Mrs. de Winter?

5. How does Mrs. de Winter act the part of the faithful dog again?

6. Why does breaking the china cupid become such a crisis? What does she find out about the possible origin of the china cupid? What irony does she see in the situation?

7. What dominates her thinking at the end of the chapter? What is the significance of her letting Jasper sit on her lap?

Chapter 13

8. The name of Rebecca's boat is an example of foreshadowing. What might one expect?

9. List three things that give an eerie, Gothic atmosphere to the area around the cottage. As you read on, you will find the significance of the eucalyptus tree.

10. What two people are absent from the house? Why is their absence remarkable?

11. What three questions are Mrs. de Winter and the readers left with in the end?

Chapter 14

12. In chapter 14, the narrator views Rebecca's bedroom that has been carefully preserved by Mrs. Danvers. What does the description of the bedroom reveal to the reader about Rebecca's character?

13. Explain what might be foreshadowed by the following lines: “She was dead... she lay buried in the crypt of the church with all the other dead de Winters.”

14. What thought does Mrs. Danvers put into Mrs. de Winter's mind about Rebecca? How does that fit the picture of a Gothic novel?

