Rebecca Socratic Circle

Socratic Circle Directions: 
This Socratic circle will be very similar to the Romeo and Juliet and Animal Farm discussion.  There will be a circle of 5 desks in the middle of the room. 

· 4 desks are for the actual discussion

· 1 desk is an open chair policy

· Open chair policy- a student from the outside circle may come in and give an in-depth analysis of the question. 

Inner Circle: Quiz grade
Students will volunteer to go in the middle.  If no one volunteers, I will randomly pick students to go in the middle.  

· Students will bring created questions (and answers) to the circle

· Students will ask their own questions and facilitate the discussion

· I expect multiple questions to be asked and thoughtfully analyzed.

· Students will discuss for six (6) minutes. 

Outer Circle:  Quiz grade
This quiz grade is for both your discussion preparation and attentiveness during the discussion.

· Preparation: Create five (5) level 2 questions and two (2) level 3 questions (with answers) for the discussion.
· Take two column notes on the outside of the circle. On the left hand side of your paper write the question, and on the right hand side the write the in-depth analysis of the question.
Inner Circle Grading:
Plus=100, Check mark =75, Minus= 50, 0=0.

· Plus (+) to those who speak at least 5 times with in-depth thought/analysis.
· Check ( /) to those who have something to say, but there is no analysis. Your answer is primarily comprehension. 

· Sometimes you can earn a check plus (85) if your answer starts to go beyond comprehension but doesn’t quite reach an in-depth analysis. 
· Minus (-) to those who say 1-2 things or give statements that have no real depth to their thought process. Typically, you say “I agree” or are repetitive. You might also state the obvious.

Three Levels of Reading and Questioning

For the upcoming discussion over Rebecca, you must prepare five (5) level 2 questions and two (2) level 3 questions (with answers).   

I. Level One (do not ask level one questions):  The answer to these questions can be found directly in the text. 

a. Who:  The characters

b. What:  The plot

c. When and where: Setting, including not just the geographic location and specific dates, but the cultural backdrop, social context, and the customs, beliefs, values, laws, etc. of the time period
d. For example- Who convinces the narrator to dress as Caroline de Winter for the fancy dress ball?
II. Level Two: Level two questions require readers to think and infer about what is stated in the text.  Think about your AP Passages – many of the questions from your AP passages are level two questions.
a. What does the passage represent, suggest, or personify?  

b. Choose a literary or language device (e.g. allusion, metaphor, and analyze its meaning. 

c. Are there settings, characters, events, that are either very alike or very different?  Analyze them.  What do these comparisons and/or contrasts mean?

d. What patterns did you see while reading? Is there something that is repeated?  What do they mean?  Why did the author use them?

e. Look at your symbolism worksheet and archetype notes to help you create questions.
III. Level Three:  These questions connect to theme.
a. What events, characters, themes, values, connect to your life?  How and why?

b. What are some of the themes?  What is the author’s message about life or human nature?

c. What kind of perceptions about life in general is the author communicating? What do you think of those perceptions? Do you agree or disagree?  Why?

