Rebecca 

Chapters 15-21 Questions

Answer each question as completely as possible on your own sheet of paper.  Use concrete details and explain your answers when required.

Chapter 15

1. Find an example of a metaphor in this chapter describing the narrator's relationship with Mrs. Danvers.  

2. Blindness in literature sometimes represents a character's inability to see the truth.  Assuming this is true for Rebecca, what do you think the blindness of Maxim's grandmother might represent or mean?  Explain your answer.

Chapter 16

3. Mrs. Danvers brings a discarded sketch to Mrs. de Winter to be sure she wants the drawing thrown away.  What do you think is Mrs. Danvers' real motive for coming to her bedroom that evening?

4. Maxim repeatedly refers to Alice in Wonderland when he discusses possible costumes for his new bride.  What does this allusion suggest to the reader about how Maxim views the narrator? Find another example of an allusion in this chapter that refers to the narrator.  What does this allusion reveal about the narrator's character?

5. Assuming that Rebecca is a loss-of-innocence story for the narrator, what happens to shatter her innocence?  In what ways do you think this experience will change the narrator? 

Chapter 17

6. Why does the narrator decide to attend the party in her blue dress?

7. What significance do you think the narrator places on the fact that Maxim never comes to bed after the party?

Chapter 18

8. The narrator reflects on why she comes to the party in her blue dress.  What conclusion does she draw about her own character?

9. The narrator calls Frank at the office.  In the following excerpt she confides to him her feelings about her marriage.  Frank offers to come to the big house to talk to her.  She replies:

'No,' I said. 'No, I don't want to go over it and over it again. It's happened, it can't be altered now. Perhaps it's a good thing; it's made me realise something I ought to have known before, that I ought to have suspected when I married Maxim.'

'What do you mean?' said Frank.

His voice was sharp, queer. I wondered why it should matter to him about Maxim not loving me. Why did he not want me to know?

'About him and Rebecca,' I said, and as I said her name it sounded strange and sour like a forbidden word, a relief to me no longer, not a pleasure, but hot and shaming as a sin confessed.

Frank did not answer for a moment. I heard him draw in his breath at the other end of the wire.

'What do you mean?' he said again, shorter and sharper than before. 'What do you mean?'

'He doesn't love me, he loves Rebecca,' I said. 'He's never forgotten her, he thinks about her still, night and day. He's never loved me, Frank. It's always Rebecca, Rebecca, Rebecca.'

I heard Frank give a startled cry but I did not care how much I shocked him now.

'Now you know how I feel,' I said, 'now you understand.'

'Look here,' he said; 'I've got to come and see you, I've got to, do you hear? It's vitally important; I can't talk to you down the telephone. Mrs de Winter? Mrs de Winter?' (238).

Answer the following questions about based on the excerpt above:

· In what ways does this passage increase the suspense of the story?  

· In your opinion, to what extent is the narrator correct when she states that Maxim does not love her because he is still in love with Rebecca?  

· In your opinion, what are Frank's feelings toward the narrator?  Why does he believe it is “vitally important” that he come to the house to talk to her?

10. Cite two incidents from this chapter illustrating that Rebecca was a cruel, self-centered woman.

11. The fog or mist is described as being, “rank and sour.  It was stifling, like a blanket, like an anesthetic” (247).  What do you think the fog may represent in this story?

Chapter 19

12. Cite incidents from the chapter to support the following statement: Mrs. de Winter's relationship with the servants in her home is different since the night of the fancy dress ball.

13. Find a passage in this chapter illustrating that Mrs. de Winter recognizes she has changed since the party.

Chapter 20

14. Find an example of a metaphor in this chapter that explains how the narrator feels about her husband's confession.

15. Maxim finally tells the narrator the truth about Rebecca and his hatred for her:

'I found her out at once,' he was saying, 'five days after we were married. You remember that time I drove you in the car, to the hills above Monte Carlo? I wanted to stand there again, to remember. She sat there, laughing, her black hair blowing in the wind; she told me about herself, told me things I shall never repeat to a living soul. I knew then what I had done, what I had married. Beauty, brains, and breeding. Oh, my God!' (272).


What kinds of things do you think Rebecca told her new husband on the hill?

16. State a theme for this novel based on the following excerpt in which Maxim is talking about Manderley and how he feels about his home:

'I thought about Manderley too much,' he said. 'I put Manderley first, before anything else.  And it does not prosper, that sort of love. They don't preach about it in the churches.  Christ said nothing about stones, and bricks, and walls, the love that a man can bear for his plot of earth, his soil, his little kingdom. It does not come into the Christian creed' (274).

17. Maxim tells his bride that the “beauty of Manderley that you see to-day, the Manderley that people talk about and photograph and paint, it's all due to her, to Rebecca” (275).  In what sense is it ironic that Manderley is a show place because of Rebecca?

18. Why does Maxim shoot Rebecca?  Describe how she looks just before he shoots her.  Why do you suppose she looks this way?

19. How does Maxim sink the boat?  Why does Maxim sink it so close to the ridge?

Chapter 21

20. Despite all of Maxim’s troubles, why is the narrator’s heart “light and free?”  Explain.
21. Find an excerpt in this chapter illustrating that the narrator is no longer a shy child.

Rebecca 

Chapters 22-27 Questions
Chapter 22
22. Often the author uses descriptions of nature to set the mood or tone of the story.  What does the following description of the weather on the day of the inquest suggest to the reader about the mood of the day?  In what sense can this description also be an example of foreshadowing?

The weather had not broken yet. It was still hot, oppressive. The air was full of thunder, and there was rain behind the white dull sky, but it did not fall. I could feel it, and smell it, pent up there, behind the clouds (304).

Chapter 23
23. Why does Favell come to see Maxim after the inquest?

24. How do you explain Maxim’s decision to call Colonel Julyan instead of paying for Favell’s silence?

Chapter 24

25. Why does Maxim hit Favell?  How does the narrator feel when she witnesses the fight?
26. Often in this story, the author uses descriptions of nature foreshadow events, create suspense, and reveal character traits.  What does the following description of rain illustrate?

This time it was I who got up and went towards the window. It seemed to me that it was no longer raining quite so hard. The fury was spent. The rain that was falling now had a quieter, softer note. The grey light of evening had come into the sky (342).

27. The narrator does not want Baker to be found.  She writes:

Don't let Baker be found. Please God make Baker be dead. I knew who Baker was. I had known all along (345).


Why does the narrator believe she knows Baker’s identity?  Explain.

Chapter 27
28. In this chapter, Maxim tells his wife that he is “not sure if she [Rebecca] hasn’t won, even now” (374).  What does Maxim think Rebecca may have won?  In your opinion, has Rebecca won?

29. At the end of the story, the reader knows Manderley is on fire.  What evidence is there in these last two chapters that suggest Manderley may not have been completely destroyed by the fire?

