
AP Free Response #2 Questions 2000-2019 

Underline the key terms relating to task and specific literary techniques. Notice which ones 

repeat. Are there any you’re not familiar with? Any instructions that confuse you? Any we 

need to review? 
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Carefully read the following excerpt from William Dean Howells’ novel The Rise of Silas Lapham 

(1885). Then, in a well-constructed essay, analyze how the author portrays the complex 

experience of two sisters, Penelope and Irene, within their family and society. You may wish to 

consider such literary elements as style, tone, and selection of detail. 
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